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TO:  Women of Illinois 

 

FROM:  Jocelyn Floyd, Esq., Thomas More Society, national public interest law firm 

based in Chicago, IL  

Emily Zender, Illinois Right to Life, a human life and women’s health 

educational not-for-profit 

 

RE:  Crimes Against Women’s Health In Illinois and Lack of Accountability By 

the State  

 

DATE:  February 11, 2014 

 

SUMMARY 

On September 6, 2011, Women’s Aid Clinic (the “Clinic”) was fined $36,000 by the Illinois 

Department of Public Health (“IDPH”) for egregious crimes against women’s health. Following 

the IDPH’s assessment of violations and fines, the Clinic declared it no longer existed and had 

no assets. No public health announcement was issued to the women of Illinois who were treated 

by this clinic. 

This memorandum will detail the egregious health violations discovered by the IDPH. This 

memorandum will also show compelling evidence that the owners of the Clinic reorganized as 

Women’s Aid Center instead of Women’s Aid Clinic and continued to provide services to 

women while skirting the IDPH fine.  

This situation creates a dangerous precedent regarding the lack of accountability for centers that 

focus on women’s health. The State of Illinois has not enforced the power of the IDPH to hold 

women’s health centers accountable to the standards required to protect patients’ health.  The 

State’s refusal to hold women’s health centers to the highest safety and sanitary standards 

demands an immediate investigation as to why women are not treated equally in Illinois.  

Women’s Aid Clinic / Women’s Aid Center 

On September 6, 2011, IDPH inspected the Clinic for the first time in 15 years. The Clinic was 

immediately shutdown on an emergency basis. [Exh. A-1] 

The following itemization is a list of some of the violations IDPH documented in their 

inspection report:  

 “The facility’s failure to initiate and perform CPR in accordance with the Facility’s 

policy for a patient who died after the performance of a surgical procedure.” [Exh. A-2] 

 The clinic contained expired medical supplies. 

 The biohazard refrigerator contained eight products of conception (tissue) in the same 

refrigerator as medications and frozen TV dinners.  
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 “The recovery room technician (E#1) was observed on 9/6/11 at approximately 9:20AM 

retrieving a paper towel from a garbage receptacle and using the same paper towel to 

cover a tray that would serve food items to patients.” 

 “The suction machine in OR #1 ‘contained clear water with specks of floating 

debris….five (5) of 5 recovery beds were rusty….Nine (9) medication cups, identified as 

containing Motrin and 10 medications cups containing Tylenol contained crumbs.’”  

 “The facility’s failure to ensure that a registered nurse supervise and provide medication 

in order to ensure that medications were provided by personnel licensed for medication 

administration.”  

On October 21, 2011, Dr. Craig Conover, acting director of the IDPH, issued a Notice of Fine 

Assessment to the Clinic, assessing fines for the violations totaling $36,000. [Exh. A-3] 

In October of 2011, IDPH suspended the facility’s license #7001647 stating that “the public 

interest, health, safety or welfare imperatively requires” that the Clinic’s license be suspended 

on an emergency basis. [Exh. A-3]  

On November 5, 2011, Ms. Larisa Rozansky, the owner of the Clinic, issued a letter informing 

Ms. Byerley, Assistant General Counsel for the IDPH, that “Women’s Aid Clinic, IDPH LIC. 

NO 7001647 will be closing as of November 10, 2011.” This letter also withdrew the Clinic’s 

request for a hearing before the IDPH. [Exh A-4]  

On January 12, 2012, the Assistant Director of IDPH, Teresa Garate Ph.D., signed a final order 

to withdraw the Clinic’s hearing request and to finalize the findings and fines assessed by the 

IDPH against the Clinic. [Exh. A-5]  

On March 7, 2012, William A. Bell, Chief of the Division of Health Care Facilities and 

Programs of the IDPH, issued a letter to the Clinic demanding it obey the orders of the IDPH. 

[Exh. A-6]   

I. “Pursuant to Women’s Aid Clinic’s decision to close, the Clinic MUST return 

the physical license to IDPH.” 

II. “Pursuant to Women’s Aid Clinic’s decision to withdraw its hearing request, the 

Clinic MUST pay the Department the Thirty Six Thousand dollar ($36,000) fine 

assessed…” 

III. “Pursuant to Women’s Aid Clinic’s decision to withdraw its license and cease 

operations as a licensed ASTC, the Clinic Must immediately cease and desist 

from advertising its ability to perform any and all services that would require an 

active and valid license.” 

On March 13, 2012, Women’s Aid Clinic owner Larisa Rozansky mailed the physical license to 

the IDPH. Ms. Rozansky stated in her letter, “On December 9, 2011, the new company has been 

formed and temporarily occupies this location. Temporarily, they have been using our old 

website but they plan to relocate and launch the new website very soon….The Women’s Aid 
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Clinic does not exist and does not have any assets or associated bank accounts.” [Exh. A-7, 

emphasis in original]  

On August 28, 2012, the Illinois Attorney General filed a lawsuit against the Clinic in Cook 

County Circuit Court to compel it to pay the $36,000.00 fine to the IDPH. [Exh. A-8]  

On January 14, 2014, following multiple continuances in the lawsuit, oral arguments were held. 

During the oral arguments, attorneys for the Clinic claimed that the entity no longer existed and 

only had $77 remaining in its bank account, which it requested be accepted to serve as full 

payment of the fines.   

Itemized below, however, is compelling evidence that the Clinic has abused Illinois corporate 

law protections in order to duck the consequences of its IDPH sanitary violations. Instead of an 

entity that no longer exists, it has in fact renamed itself as “Women’s Aid Center” and has 

continued its business without interruption a mere mile and a half from its original location.  A 

portion or all of this evidence was produced during oral arguments to Judge Alexander White:   

 According to the Illinois Secretary of State’s Department of Business Services’ 

corporate database, Women’s Aid Clinic was incorporated on December 2, 1991, with 

Larisa Rozansky as President and Secretary.  [Exh. A-9]  

 

 According to the Illinois Secretary of State’s Department of Business Services’ 

corporate database, Women’s Aid Center was incorporated on December 9, 2011, with 

Larisa Rozansky as President and Secretary—a mere twenty-nine (29) days after the 

announced closure of the Clinic. [Exh. A-10] 

 

 Women’s Aid Center (the new entity) continued to operate in the same facility and 

location as the Clinic until it was evicted. [Exh. A-11]  

 Women’s Aid Center continues to this day to use the same phone number as the Clinic. 

[Exh. A-12 (The Clinic) & Exh. A-13 (The Center)] 

 Ms. Larisa Rozansky admitted during the hearing that Women’s Aid Center continued to 

process transactions under the old corporation’s Merchant Account Number for a period 

of time. 

 Women’s Aid Center continues to use nearly the exact website design as the Clinic. 

[Exh. A-12 (The Clinic) & Exh. A-13 (The Center)]  

o A Google search for “Women’s Aid Clinic of Lincolnwood” brings up, as the 

first result, a website labeled “Women’s Aid Clinic” at the URL 

www.womensaidcenter.com. [Exh. A-14]  

o A Google search for “Women’s Aid Clinic” brings up as the second result a 

website labeled “Women’s Aid Clinic” at the URL www.womensaidcenter.com. 

[Exh. A-15]  
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o A Google search for “Women’s Aid Center” brings up, as the first result, a 

website labeled “Women’s Aid Clinic” at the URL www.womensaidcenter.com. 

[Exh. A-16] 

 Women’s Aid Center for a period of time used the same URL as the Clinic. [Exh. A-6]  

 The legal eviction notice was filed and granted under the old name, Women’s Aid 

Clinic, on April 13, 2012, over five months after the announced closure of the Clinic. 

[Exh. A-11] 

Despite these facts, Cook County Circuit Court Judge Alexander White accepted the argument 

that Women’s Aid Clinic and Women’s Aid Center are two completely separate corporations 

and therefore reduced the fine against the Clinic to $77—the entire amount the “non-existent” 

Clinic claimed to have in its bank account. [Exh. A-17]  

The women of Illinois depend on the IDPH to protect our health by ensuring that the clinics we 

trust with our health are safe.  The IDPH protects women by requiring clinics to meet sanitary 

standards and imposing consequences when those standards are violently disregarded.  

Allowing a clinic with despicable sanitary violations to pay a $77 fine, simply because it 

changed its name and moved down the street, hobbles the IDPH in its ability to protect women. 

On behalf of the women of Illinois, we demand the Attorney General’s office appeal Judge 

White’s verdict.  All the Illinois Attorney General needs to do to appeal is file a one-page 

notice with the Illinois Appellate Court. 

On Thursday, February 13, 2014, the Illinois Attorney General office’s opportunity to 

protect women through an appeal expires. 
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